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Friendship and cultural understanding among rural people...

Children at the Border 
by Jody Slocum

We are all concerned about the 
increase of children crossing the 
border from Mexico. I keep asking 
myself, what would push a parent to 
allow or even encourage her child to 
leave home on this dangerous trek?  
And why are there so many more 
unaccompanied minors fleeing now?  

There is definitely an increase in vio-
lence drug and gang related- in both 
Guatemala and Honduras, especially in 
the cities. I’ve seen parts of Guatemala 
City that make me wonder how one can 
hold on to hope for the future while living 

in such dire poverty, in such a polluted 
and dangerous city.  I recently got a 
newsletter from a women’s cooperative I 
work with located in a very rough part of 
Guatemala City. They told of five mothers 
that have lost a child to street violence. 
This put a personal face on the victims of 
this violence.  This group is hard working 
and very skilled. I’ve been very impressed 
with their vision for the future of their 
community. They work tirelessly in the 
hopes that their children will have a bet-
ter life. They believe that education is the 
key to success.   But the violence —gang 
and drug related—continue to increase.

Sign at the border

Sponsorship for education has 
become a cornerstone of Farmer to 
Farmer’s support to the families in 
Guatemala.  

It offers the recipients a small financial 
donation to help with the cost of con-
tinuing education. F2F gives money to 
these students twice a year, January 
and June.  Now is the time to make your 
donations to the scholarship fund to help 
27 students.  F2F is a 501c3, making your 
donation tax deductable. Jody and the 
F2F group will be delivering the scholar-
ships in January.

Our Scholarship Program
by Brenda Betz –Stoltz

Continued on page 3.Continued on page 5.

Scholarship meeting
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Farmer to Farmer is organized to 
build mutual friendship and cultural 
understanding among rural people 
so that we might better under-
stand and accompany each other 
in our common struggles. We 
seek to promote peace within 
ourselves, within our community, 
and across international boundar-
ies. We envision agriculture that 
is sustainable and respectful of 
the earth, and one that remains in 
the hands of the people who live 
on and work the land. We support 
grassroots agricultural projects  
that are democratically initiated  
and managed. Our decisions about 
a project are guided by the respect 
that characterizes the relationship 
between friends. As an organiza-
tion, we affirm the sacredness of 
the earth and work for and respect 
the rights of all people and cultures 
to self-determination. 

Board of Directors
Jody Slocum, President
Dick Prine, VP/Secretary
Sally Ann Farrar: Outreach
Judy Ogren, Newsletter
Heidi Coe, Fundraising
Paul Helgeson, Treasurer 
Donna Goodlaxson: Organizational

Coffee Crew 
Sue Gerlach
Aaron Ellringer
Jody Slocum

Contact Information
We’re always pleased to hear 
from you! 

Farmer to Farmer
PO Box 303
Glenwood City, WI 54013

info@farmertofarmer.org
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New Board Members  
by Jody Slocum

We are happy to welcome Sally 
Ann Farrar to the Farmer to Farmer 
Board. Sally has traveled extensively 
throughout Mexico and Belize in the 
1980’s . In 2013 she joined the Rug 
Hooking Tour led by Jody Slocum 
and Mary Anne Wise. She was a 
buyer and retail manager at Nothern 
Sun Merchandising which included 
a variety of Guatemalan textile 
products. Sally Ann currently does 
massage

She was inspired to join the F2F 
Board after hearing first hand stories 
of lives transformed by income gained 
through the Rug Hooking Project. Sally 
Ann replaces Andy Gaertner who is 
teaching in Marin County, California.

Three Cheers for Sally Ann! 

We are also happy to welcome Donna 
Goodlaxson back to the Farmer to 
Farmer Board. Donna has a long 
history with Farmer to Farmer, she 
served on the board for several years.  
She traveled with her daughter, Sadie 
to Guatemala in 2006 and was part of a 
brigade to Nicaragua in 1986.  

Donna teaches everything from 
practical life skills to pond study at the 
Land School, the rural campus of Lake 
Country School - a private Montessori 
school based in Minneapolis. Donna 
enjoys the variety of work especially 
working with teenagers, harvesting 
organic produce and taking on building 
projects. After overseeing the comple-
tion of a root cellar and chicken coop 
last year, she is now building a wood-
fired bread and pizza oven.

Sally Ann Farrar Donna Goodlaxson

COFFEE HOLIDAY SALE
 

We will have our coffee  
on-line at 10% off, just in time  

for holiday shopping! 
Look for a postcard in the mail with a coupon code  

for our on-line sale starting mid-November...
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We all strive for a safe and clean 
environment for our families. As a parent 
it’s heart wrenching to think of these 
young children making this journey. 
The dangers of this trek have been well 
documented. If they make it into the U.S. 
they risk dying while crossing the desert. 
And it goes on from there. The children 
interviewed say they are fleeing vio-
lence and poverty in their communities.

To simply send them back is not a 
solution.  This is a humanitarian crisis and 
a human rights issue. We need to all work 
together for the sake of these children.

For information on this issue I 
recommend the Guatemala Human 
Rights Commission. They have 
information about the situation and how 
what we can do to  help. 
http://www.ghrc-usa.org/our-work/
themes/child-migrants
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Rosa Sicay: Studies and Dreams for Her Future 
by Brenda Betz-Stoltz 

We asked some of the university 
students questions to learn more 
about their studies, ambitions and 
hopes for the future. Our featured 
student is Rosa Sicay. 

Rosa is the eldest child of five. Her father 
Jose is a very talented embroidery artist 
working on sewing machine using free-
hand designs and a zig-zag stitch. He 
works almost full time for Cultural Cloth. 
Rosa is the first in her family to go to col-
lege, in fact her mother Delores, never 
attended school at all and Jose only 
completed 4th grade. Rosa is a bright 
young woman with big plans for her 
future. She works along side her father 
in the embroidery business now. 
Here is what Rosa had to say:

I’m studying to be a schoolteacher. 
I want to begin my profession as a 
teacher, then I want to become principal 
or supervisor in any educational institu-
tion or center.  I’m studying in quarters.  
Now, I’m taking three courses: planning 
and evaluation, socio economy and 
education system. 

I am studying this career because I 
would like to be a teacher.  For me, being 
a teacher is a way to help children who 
are still learning to read and write. With 
young people, I want to instruct them in 
a good way, so that they also have the 
mentality of (believe in) a good future of 
our country.  I want to help people who 
need me.   

My life, since I began to study, has 
been a little difficult because of the 
economics of the family. When I started 
studying in college, traveling was very dif-
ficult for me (a 45 minute boat ride across 
the lake and 20 minute bus ride). I have 
to travel to Solola to study and also for 
group work. It is hard when one spends 
time far away. It is fun to implement my 

Rosa Sicay

For me, being a teacher is a 
way to help children who are 

still learning to read and write. 
With young people, I want 
to instruct them in a good 

way, so that they also have 
the mentality of (believe in) a 
good future of our country. 

knowledge with the students and be 
with them. I work at home with my dad in 
carrying out some machine embroidery 
to support my studies.  

My studies are very important to me 
as well as professional and personal 
growth. I would like to help my fam-
ily have an honorable life by having 
a decent home for them.  My biggest 
dream in life is to better myself and be 
somebody in society. 

Children at the Border
Continued from page 1

We all strive for a safe and 
clean environment for our 
families. As a parent it’s 

heart wrenching to think of 
these young children making 

this journey. The dangers 
of this trek have been well 

documented. If they make it 
into the U.S. they risk dying 
while crossing the desert. 
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Maya Rug Hookers take on Santa Fe!  
by Jody Slocum

This was the first time the rug 
hookers had sold at a large 

public show and the response 
was fantastic. Reyna and 

Yolanda came with high hopes 
and 252 rugs and they left with 

big plans, and confidence,  
and only two rugs!

Reyna and Yolanda with other artisans Reyna at booth

Out of my work with Farmer to Farmer 
and my textile background, I have 
become very involved with artisans 
in Guatemala. Last spring a group of 
us took the step to form a nonprofit 
“association” in Guatemala called 
Multicolores. 
 
This is a group comprised of Maya rug 
hookers and weaver and women from 
the U.S. and Ireland. The goal is to build 
the rug hooking business and help other 
artisans gain more opportunities, educa-
tion and markets for their wares.   

This was a big year of growth for 
these Maya women artisans. After five 
years of learning and perfecting the 
making beautiful hooked rugs, this year 
the group felt ready to show their rugs to 
a larger audience. They choose to apply 
to one of the most prestigious shows, 
The International Folk Art Market in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico.  This is a show/
sale showcasing 150 individual artists or 
artisan groups from 60 countries. Entry 
into this juried show is very competitive, 
allowing only the best of the best.  

On January first the news came that the 
Rug Hooking Cooperative was in!

This opportunity was big! For nine 
months the rug hookers put aside their 
weaving and focused on hooking rugs 
 —making a lot of them—in order to 
have enough rugs to participate. Reyna 
Pretzantzan, and Yolanda Calgua traveled 
from Guatemala to Santa Fe, representing 
the group of 50 Maya rug hookers. Yolan-
da and Reyna were surrounded by other 
artisans from Mongolia, Kenya, Kyrgyz-
stan, South Africa, Bolivia etc. This was 
the first time the rug hookers had sold 
at a large public show and the response 
was fantastic. Reyna and Yolanda came 
with high hopes and 252 rugs and they 
left with big plans, confidence, and only 
two rugs! It was a smashing success. 

Now Multicolores has rented an 
office and the group is busy charting out 
the next year. This success has sent the 
group on their way.  Farmer to Farmer 
is part of this effort and is happy to be 
the non-profit agent for donations in the 
United States. 
There have been connections all 
along. I am part owner of the store  

Cultural Cloth,  working with artisans 
from the developing world. Some of 
our main artisans at Cultural Cloth are 
from the Farmer to Farmer Group —El 
Comité de Desarollo de Tejedores  of 
Santiago Atitlan, Guatemala. They 
are motivated and creative artisans 
and it is a joy to work with them. 
These are the same families whose 
children receive our school scholar-
ships. These scholarships help make 
schooling possible for these families.  
 
Read more on page 3, Rosa Sicay:  
Studies and Dreams for the Future.

Weavers in Santiago
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Scholarship Program
Continued from page 1

Last June, $1898.42 was given to 27 
students. There were eleven students 
in Primaria (grades 1-6), four students 
in Basico (grades 7-9), three student in 
Diversificados (grades 10-12), and nine 
students in Universitarios (college). Sev-
eral students are doing quite well, and 
they appreciate the financial support.

 The cost of education can be a 
hardship for many families.  Not only is 
it a financial burden, but it is also the 
loss of helping hands providing for the 
family.  There is tuition, uniforms and 
books that need to be paid for.  With the 
older students, there is also the cost of 
transportation because their schools are 
farther away.  

Education is empowering – To read 
and write opens so many doors for these 
young minds.  Literacy is something that 
can never be taken away!  Education 
offers the students choices, options, 
and skills that make them employable.  
Please open your hearts and your wallet 
to financially support this worthy cause.  
Remember, it’s tax deductible.

Travel plans are made for a January 
adventure in Guatemala. The ten day 
trip will start in Antigua the beautiful 
Spanish colonial town. 

From there we will travel to Lake Atitlan 
to meet with the scholarship students and 
their families and visit individual homes 
and sights in the area. We will also travel 
by van to the coffee farms in the Huehu-
etenango area where we will spend two 
days visiting the fields and meeting the 
women that grow our coffee.

This trip is a great way to get an insid-
ers view of Guatemala. Over the years 
we’ve developed deep relationships with 
many families, this trip is a special oppor-
tunity to visit these people. 

For more info email info@farmertofarm-
er.org or call Jody at 715-643-3603.

Nancy and weaver

Nancy and coffee farmer’s kids

Travel to Guatemala with Farmer to Farmer  
by Jody Slocum

Jody with coffee farmers

Weavers in Santiago

Christina studying

This trip is a great way 
to get an insiders view of 

Guatemala.
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Organic Training for Honduran Coffee Farmers

The coffee farmers of Farmer to Farmer in Honduras 
have an opportunity to attend a ten day organic coffee 
growing training course. They are very excited and are 
asking for help in the costs. The training is especially 
important at this time with the rise of La Roya, the coffee 
rust fungus, and the difficulty of treating it organically. 
We at Farmer to Farmer believe that the best help we 
can give is following the lead of our friends. They know 
what is needed to better their lives. 

The cost of sending two farmers to the training is $800.  
If you’d like to donate to this – please do! 
You can donate on line or through the mail. If you’d like 
more information email us at info@farmertofarmer.org.

The number of plots 
rented increased by 18% this 
year, which can be attributed 
in part to our outreach done 
in the spring.  Sixty two plots 
were rented (total 100 avail-
able). We are anticipating 
at least a 10% increase next 
year because of having a 
water source at five areas 
in the garden.  Next season 
we are looking at replacing 
our main gate and adjoining 
pedestrian gate as well as 
adding a raised bed for gar-
deners with mobility limita-
tions. 

We welcome any donations for 
improvements at Menomonie  
Community Gardens. 
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Menomonie Community Garden News 
by Mary Lotten

Kids at the garden

The Menomonie Community Garden 
celebrated the season’s harvest 
with a “taste of the garden” picnic 
on September 9th, 2014.  

As the kids were weaving through the 
three sisters’ garden finding the missed 
squash or a toad in hiding, adults exam-
ined the many dishes at this pot luck 
event while talking of their plans for 
gardening next year. Besides celebrat-
ing our bountiful harvest, we celebrated 
the completion of the Water Project 
and other improvements with invited 
representatives from Dunn Energy 
Cooperative, Mayo Health Wellness and 
Otto Bremer Foundation. Without their 
donations, our success would not have 
been realized. Without our affiliation 
with Farmer to Farmer, MCG would not 
have been able to apply for grants—
and thanks to Jody and Carol for their 
assistance.

Honduran coffee farmers

Information for sending donations  
is on our web site:  
www.menomoniecommunitygardens.com   
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Just Local Food Celebrates Ten Years 
by Aaron Ellringer

When I helped start Just Local 
Food in Eau Claire as a worker 
owned cooperative in 2004, the 
“ just” part of the name was also 
a mission. 

Although our delivery service, based out 
of my garage on the Eastside Hill, was 
primarily locally produced food, we had 
the foresight to know that we needed a 
variety of products to carry us in all sea-
sons. That’s when I called Jody Slocum 
at Farmer to Farmer and added a full line 
of direct trade, organic coffee to the list 
of products available for home delivery. 
That summer, along with a handful of 
other folks, I sold Farmer to Farmer cof-
fee and filled thousands of mugs at the 
Downtown Eau Claire Farmers Market. 

Over the next few years, Farmer to 
Farmer continued to invest energy and 
resources into Just Local Food, and soon 
Just Local Food became Farmer to Farm-
er’s highest selling retail location. I have 
since left the co-op, focused on raising 

a family, growing other small businesses 
and elevating my food career by work-
ing with Farmer to Farmer.  As a vendor 
to the co-op now, I say congratulations 
to Just Local Food Cooperative on ten 
years of connecting farmers in Honduras 
and Guatemala with their customers in 
the Chippewa Valley.

I called Jody Slocum at 
Farmer to Farmer and added 

a full line of direct trade, 
organic coffee to the list of 

products available for home 
delivery. That summer, along 
with a handful of other folks,  

I sold Farmer to Farmer coffee 
and filled thousands of mugs 
at the Downtown Eau Claire 

Farmers Market. 

At the pie street stand in Panajachel, GuatemalaChildren of the coffee farmers

Aaron and Zach
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FARMER TO FARMER T-SHIRTS  

Farmer to Farmer has new t-shirts,  
both long sleeve and short sleeve. 
Organic cotton dark 
blue with cream 
writing. 

$17 

For each donation of $50  
we will give you a t-shirt. 
Just let us know what size 
and we’ll send it along! You 
can order this on line too!

For more information go to: 
http://www.elcentrocv.org.

Support Farmer to Farmer’s Work
Farmer to Farmer’s ongoing work  

depends on your support.
I’d like to be a member of Farmer to Farmer. Here’s my donation of:

___$25     ___$50     ___$100     ___other
Yes! I’d like to make an additional donation specifically for:

$_______ Scholarships   
                $_______ Other (Please specify) 

Name: _______________________________

Address: _______________________________

email: _______________________________
Send your donation to:

Farmer to Farmer, PO Box 303 Glenwood City, WI 54013

We’re a 501(c)3, and your donations are tax-deductible  
to the full extent allowed by law.

Thank you!
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